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 BIRUTE AKELAITIENE-VILNIUS,
LITUANIA

»Arta populara este identitatea
fiecirei natiuni, care imbogateste
Jlumea s§i ajuti natiunile si facd
schimb de valori culturale”

Lituania si capitala Vilnius au
avut de-a lungul timpului o istorie
zbuciumati. Cu toate acestea, Vilnius
si-a pastrat propria identitate, iar
din 1994, centrul vechi istoric a fost
inscris pe lista patrimoniului cultural

mondial UNESCO.

Stimata doamna Birute Akelatiene, sunteti implicata
in viata culturali a Lituaniei, vi rugdm s ne spuneti cite
ceva despre activitatea dumneavoastria. Cine este Birute
Akelaitiene?

Sunt Biruté Akelaitiené, un coregraf expert, un evaluator
al activitatii practice a profesorilor de dans, care predau
dansul popular copiilor toata viata, un membru al Consiliului
IGF al Uniunii Mondiale de Folclor de cétiva ani, premiat
cu Oscar pentru folclor pentru promovarea artei populare in
Lituania si in lume. Sunt vicepresedinte al acestei organizatii
din 2023.

Sunt director artistic al Ansamblului national de dans
»Papartélis” al Gimnaziului Clasic Abraomas Kulvietis din
Vilnius din 1999. Din 2008 péana in 2016 am fost membru al
Prezidiului Asociatiei Profesorilor de Coregrafie Lituanieni.
in 2001, 2003 si 2006 am fost maestru de balet, coordonator
si membru al comisiei de evaluare a festivalului studentesc
de arte din Vilnius ,,Dziaukimés drauge”. Am fost maestru
de balet al festivalurilor mondiale de cantec in 1994 s1 2003,
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al festivalului national de cantec al studentilor in 1997, -
al festivalului de cantec lituanian in 2004 §i maestru sef al .
festivalurilor nationale de cintec al studentilor in 2012 si
2016. ,
Am participat la multe sirbatori gi festivaluri atat in’
Lituania, cét si in striinitate cu dansatorii mei: in Puerto Rico,
Franta, Germania, Turcia, Polonia, Austria, Italia, Spania
Anglia, Cehia, Croatia, Italia, Malaezia, Insula  Reunion,
Peru, etc.
Traiesc in Lituania, tara care gi-a pastrat limba, cultura
si arta populard In anii opresiunii sovietice, si-a recastigat
independenta in 1991 si a devenit o tard europeand liberd. -
Acum Lituania este membri a Uniunii Europene si a NATO.
Locuiesc in Vilnius, capitala Lituaniei, un oras al culturii
europene, renumit pentru orasul sdu vechi, care a fost inclus
tn Lista Patrimoniului Mondial UNESCO in 1994, biserici
impresionante si o universitate fondatd in 1579. In 2023,
Vilnius si-a sdrbatorit 700 de ani. .
Am o familie minunati, un sot arhitect si trei copii
excelenti, artisti, care au absolvit Academia de Artd, din
Vilnius.
Cum este organizat3 viata culturald in Lituania?
Centrul National de Culturd Lituanian, aflat in subordinea
Ministerului Culturii al Republicii Lituania, este responsabil
pentru cultivarea si conservarea dansului popular in Lituania.
Derulim proiecte in comun cu Ministerul Culturii. Mentinem
contacte constante de lucru cu Centrul de Culturd §i participdm
la evenimentele acestuia.
Centrul de Culturd impreuna cu Ministerul Culturii sunt
principalii organizatori ai celui mai important eveniment de
artd populard din acest an - Festivalul Mondial de Cantec si
Dans Lituanian. Sunt mandru de acest spectaculos festival
de céntece si dans, care sdrbitoreste anul acesta in Lituania
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cea de-a suta aniversare. Festivalurile de cantece si dans din
Lituania, Letonia si Estonia sunt incluse pe lista UNESCO
a capodoperelor din patrimoniul mondial oral §i imaterial.
La urma urmei, in familia comund a natiunilor lumii, fiecare
natiune se distinge prin muzica, dansurile si cantecele sale.
Creativitatea fiecdrei natiuni, in primul rdnd folclor, este
manifestarea spiritului natiunii respective, manifestarea
unicititii sale.

Cum apreciati activitatea si utilitatea Uniunii
Mondiale de Folclor I.G.F?

Arta populari este identitatea fiecirei natiuni, care
imbogiteste lumea si ajutd natiunile sd facd schimb de valori
culturale. Promoveazi toleranta si contribuie la comunicarea
si cooperarea pasnicd intre natiuni. Prin urmare, putem fi
mandri de activitatea continui a Asociatiei Mondiale de
Folclor, IGF, si ne striduim sd ne adundm impreuna pentru a
pretui si pastra traditiile culturale ale natiunilor lumii.

Poate ¢ putini stiu ci aproape de Vilnius se afla un
complex in aer liber care marcheazi Centrul Europei. Ce
inseamni acest complex si cum functioneazi?

In 1989, oamenii de stiintd de la Institutul National
Geografic Francez din Vilnius au determinat coordonatele
centrului geografic al Europei, nu departe de capitala. Aici, In
inima Europei, as vrea si organizez un festival international
de folclor sub tema ,,Folclor care uneste natiunile §i oamenii”.
Acest loc simbolic din Europa, o insuld a pécii, ar trebui sd
reuneasci oameni din diferite natiuni ale lumii si ar fi in
conformitate cu obiectivele si aspiratiile IGF. Pacea este cea
mai mare asteptare a oamenilor din lume de astdzi. Agresiunea
trebuie opritd nu numai cu arme, ci si cu arta.

Multumesc pentru acest interviu i agtept cu mare bucurie
si ne Intalnim n acest minunat loc din inima Europei.
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EN

“Folk art is the identity of every nation, which
enriches the world and helps nations to exchange cultural
values”

Lithuania and the capital Vilnius have had a turbulent
history over time. However, Vilnius has retained its own
identity and since 1994, the historic old center has been
inscribed on the UNESCO world cultural heritage list.

Dear Mrs. Birute Akelatiene you are involved in the
cultural life of Lithuania, please tell us some important
cultural sights in Vilnius.

I am Birute Akelaitiene end practical activity of dance
teachers, teaching folk dance to children all my life, a member
of the IGF Board of the World Folklore Union for a number
of years, awarded the folklore Oscar for the promotion of folk
art in Lithuania and the world. I have been vice president of
. this organization since 2023.

I have been the artistic director of the national dance
ensemble “Papartélis” of Vilnius Abraomas Kulvietis
Classical Gymnasium since 1999. From 2008 to 2016 I was
member of the Presidium of the Association of Lithuanian
Choreography Teachers. In 2001, 2003, and 2006 I was a
ballet master, coordinator, and member of the evaluation
committee of the Vilnius student arts festival “DZiaukimés
drauge”. I was the ballet master of the world song festivals in
1994 and 2003, the national student song festival in 1997, the
Lithuanian song festival in 2004, and the chief ballet master
of the national student song festivals in 2012 and 2016.

I have participated in many celebrations and festivals
both in Lithuania and abroad with my dancers: in Puerto
Rico, France, Germany, Turkey, Poland, Austria, Italy, Spain,
England, the Czech Republic, Croatia, Italy, Malaysia,
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Reunion Island, Peru, etc.

I live in Lithuania, the country that has preserved its
language, culture, and folk art during the years of Soviet
oppression, regained its independence in 1991 and has
become a free European country. Now Lithuania is a member
of the European Union and NATO.

I live in Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, a city of
European culture, famous for its old town, which was included
in the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1994, impressive
churches, and a university founded in 1579. In 2023, Vilnius
celebrated its 700th anniversary. I have a wonderful family,
an architect husband and three excellent children, artists, who
have graduated from Vilnius Academy of Art.

They went through time, Lithuanian history and
culture hand in hand. What are its own elements by which
it has preserved its identity and value?

Lithuanian National Culture Center, under the Ministry

“of Culture of the Republic of Lithuania, is responsible for
nurturing and preserving folk dance in Lithuania. We carry
out joint projects with the Ministry of Culture. We maintain
constant work contacts with the Culture Center and participate
in its events. The Culture Center together with the Ministry of
Culture are the main organizers of this year’s most important
folk art event - the World Lithuanian Song and Dance Festival.
I am proud of this spectacular song and dance festival,
which is celebrating its hundredth anniversary in Lithuania
this year. Song and dance festivals of Lithuania, Latvia and
Estonia are included in UNESCO’s list of masterpieces of
oral and intangible world heritage. After all, in the common
family of nations of the world, each nation is distinguished
by its music, dances and songs. The creativity of each nation,
primarily folklore, is the manifestation of the spirit of that
nation, the manifestation of its uniqueness.
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Are popular culture, folklore supported at the level
of the Ministry of Culture? How, in what sense?

Folk art is the identity of each nation, which enriches
the world and helps nations to exchange cultural values. It
promotes tolerance and contributes to peaceful communication
and cooperation among nations. Therefore, we can be proud
of the continuous activity of the World Association of
Folklore Unions, IGF, and I strive to gather together in order
to cherish and preserve the cultural traditions of the nations
of the world.

Perhaps few know, that close to Vilnius, there is an
outdoor complex that marks the Center of Europe. What
does this complex mean and how is it organized? How
does it work? Explain these things to us. _

“In 1989, scientists from the French National Geographic .
Institute in Vilnius determined the coordinates of the
geographical center of Europe not far from the capital city.
Here, in the heart of Europe, I would like to organize an
international folklore festival under the theme “Folklore that
unites nations and people”. This symbolic spot in Europe, an
island of peace, should bring together people from different
nations of the world, and would be in line with the goals and
aspirations of the IGF. Peace is the greatest expectation of the
people of the world today. Aggression needs to be stopped
not only with weapons, but also with art.
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